
had borne children. The fact that 23 of 112 male patients
with gastric cancer were alcoholics, and 7 of 16 with cancer

of the esophagus and 4 of 11 with cancer of the liver, suggests
liquor as a causal factor, but there is no history of liquor
drinking among the 91 women with gastric cancer (with a

single exception) and 11 with cancer of the esophagus and 6
of the liver. The influence of heredity seemed to be apparent
in 5 or 6 and possibly in 7 per cent, of all the cases. The
influence of contagion also seems to be indicated in a number
of others, the total reaching 14 per cent., in which there was
evidence in favor of the assumption of direct transmission of
the cancer. This proportion was still higher, between 14 and
20 per cent., for gastrointestinal cancers. In conclusion he
appeals for closer study of the particulars in regard to the
anamnesis respecting possible contagion. The collective
inquiry by the Danish committee, he says, is the most valu¬
able contribution of the kind yet presented, as over 99 per
cent, of the medical men throughout the country cooperated
and with zealous thoroughness.
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98. Primary Cancer in the Lungs.—Oerström reports 7 cases

of primary cancer of the lung, all but one in the right lung.
The patients were between the ages of 47 and 69. One patient
had had a dry cough at night for several years and began
to feel weak a year before the cough increased and slight
hoarseness was noticed, after which a tendency to dyspnea
soon developed with increasing debility and pain in the right
chest. Transient improvement followed tapping but the cancer

progressed to a fatal termination four months after the
increase in the cough had first suggested serious trouble. In
the second case death occurred six months after the symptoms
of oppression and pain in the right ehest had first attracted
attention. The first symptom in the third case was hoarseness,
which persisted alone for nearly a year, when increasing
emaciation and night sweats developed, followed by dull pain
in the left thigh and inability to stand on the left leg. Signs
of a lung tumor were found and spontaneous fracture of the
femur confirmed the diagnosis of a metastatic cancer. Death
ensued five months after the first serious symptoms. In the
fourth case death occurred eight months after the patient first
noticed that her right hand was growing weak and twitching.
The jerkiness increased and the arm and back of the neck
became involved in the spasms, after each of which the arm

felt heavy and lifeless. These symptoms gradually increased
to include the entire right side. On entering the hospital the
clinical diagnosis was arteriosclerosis, aneurism of the aorta
and brain tumor, but autopsy revealed a primary cancer in
the right lung with métastases in the brain. The case shows
how; a metastatic brain cancer can overshadow the entire
clinical picture while the primary growth escapes discovery.
In the fifth ease, chills Avere noticed and periods of great lassi¬
tude, followed in a month by development of pain in the right
chest, severe cough and slight mucous expectoration, dyspnea
and emaciation. The cancer diagnosed during life was found
as anticipated in the right lung after death. It was accom¬

panied by métastases in the liver, suprarenals, peritoneum,
etc.. and a hypernephroma was found in one kidney. The
sixth patient was a soldier of 49 dying five months after he
liad first noticed pains in the left side of the chest radiating
later to the stomach. He lost rapidly in weight and strength,
but there was no cough although the physical signs indicated
malignant disease in the left pleura. It proved to be a

metastasis of a cancer in the left lung which had also induced
métastases in the viscera. The seventh patient was a woman

of 50, mother of 12 children, who had been coughing for two
months, with a little blood at times in the scanty sputum;

fine hard râles were heard over the left lung. She had also
night sweats, but no tubercle bacilli in the sputum. The pro¬
gressive dyspnea was explained by the autopsy findings in the
seventh month, revealing a primary cancer in the right lung.
The pathologic anatomy of the tumors in the various cases
is described in detail and the prevalence of primary cancer in
the lung is discussed on the basis of published records.

99. Tuberculous Meningitis in Connection with Trauma.—
Hedesström reviews the literature on this subject and reports
5 cases from his own experience in which tuberculous menin¬
gitis followed a traumatism in persons with a primary focus
elsewhere. The tuberculous meningitis was an autopsy sur¬
prise in 3 of the cases as attention had been directed solely
to the trauma. The latter had probably roused the tubercle
bacilli lying latent in some primary focus elsewhere and
allowed their entrance into the blood where they settled in
the meninges as the point of least resistance owing to the
injury from the accident to the head. All the patients had
been previously clinically healthy, and the trauma was com¬
paratively trifling, but a few days afterward slight brain
symptoms developed, increasing until the patients had typicalmeningitic symptoms by the fourteenth to the twenty-ninthday, with death the twenty-fourth to the fortieth day, the
autopsy revealing the tuberculous nature of the meningitisand the unsuspected primary focus in the lungs or bronchial
glands.
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